
Registered Agent Services
10 Frequently Asked Questions About Registered Agent

Requirements and Services

1. What is a registered agent, and why is it required?
A registered agent is a person or company designated to receive legal documents, 
government notices, and compliance-related correspondence on behalf of a business. Every 
U.S. state has specific registered agent requirements to ensure companies remain accessible 
for legal and regulatory communications. Review your state’s registered agent laws to ensure 
compliance based on your specific business entity type.

2. Who can serve as a registered agent for my 
business?

A registered agent can be an individual, such as the business owner or an employee, or a third 
party professional service provider. To meet state registered agent requirements, the agent 
must have a physical business address in the state of operation and be available during 
standard business hours..

3. Can I serve as my own registered agent?

Yes, you can act as your own registered agent if you meet the requirements, including having 
a physical address (which can be your home or office address, but not a P.O Box) in the state 
and availability during business hours. However, hiring a professional registered agent service 
offers convenience and ensures uninterrupted compliance. Delegating important registered 
agent responsibilities to a trusted professional will also provide peace of mind.



4. What happens if I don’t have a registered agent?

Failing to meet registered agent requirements can lead to serious consequences, including:

Fines and penalties 
Administrative dissolution of your business 
Missed legal notices that could result in default judgments 

A professional registered agent service ensures your business stays compliant and avoids 

these risks.

5. How do I change my registered agent?

Changing your registered agent involves filing the appropriate form with your state’s business 
filing agency (e.g., Secretary of State), obtaining the consent of the new registered agent, and 
paying any applicable fees. This process also includes the formal appointment of the new 
agent and varies by state, so ensure compliance with state-specific registered agent 
requirements.

6. What services do professional registered agent 
companies provide?

A professional registered agent service handles essential tasks and duties such as:

Receiving and forwarding legal papers and documents, including service of process
Managing compliance notifications
Providing online document access (e.g., tax notices, important paperwork, etc.)
Sending information and reminders for state filing deadlines

These services help businesses meet their registered agent requirements efficiently while 

maintaining proper authority in handling legal and compliance matters.

Tip: Registered agents can provide privacy protection in some states by allowing business 

owners to use the agent’s address for public records, keeping the owner’s personal address 

confidential. Additionally, they ensure that service of process is handled correctly, which can 

be critical for businesses consulting with an attorney on legal matters.



7. Do I need a registered agent in each state if my 
business operates in multiple states?

Yes, if your business operates in multiple states, you must meet registered agent 

requirements in each state where you are registered to do business. A reliable registered 

agent service can simplify this process by providing nationwide coverage.

8. What is the difference between a registered 
agent and a virtual office?

While both provide an address for your business, a registered agent primarily handles legal 

and compliance documents, as well as government correspondence, while a virtual office is 

used for day-to-day business correspondence. A virtual office is also useful for providing an 

alternative business address that can be used as a mailing or official address, but it typically 

cannot replace the designated principal office address required for legal or state filings.

For businesses prioritizing compliance, meeting registered agent requirements is essential.

9. How much does a registered agent service cost?

The cost of a registered agent service starts at $149 and is charged per year. Pricing may vary 

depending on the provider and additional features like compliance tracking or document 

storage. Investing in a professional service ensures you meet your registered agent 

requirements.

10. Can I use a P.O. Box as my registered agent 
address?

No, a P.O. Box does not meet the registered agent requirements. The registered office address 

must be a physical location where legal documents can be received in person during regular 

business hours.



Have Other Questions About Finding Your 
Registered Agent Service Provider?

Choosing the right registered agent service provider is an important step for any LLC or 

corporation. The decision will depend on the type of business you operate, your legal status, 

and the type of service you require. A professional provider can help ensure your agent 

information is accurate and compliant with state regulations while giving you peace of mind 

that legal documents and compliance notifications are handled efficiently.


